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Huow often do you find yourself
sitting in front of the television
watching programmes you're not
really interested in just because
they're there?

Have wou ever wondered
whether there could he a1 way 1o
spend the time hetrer? A hobhy
perhaps, or a cluh?

Hospital Radio  Basingsloke
colld have the answer. They ae
offering people the chance o traln
and host radio ghows and it doesn’t
have o sat up 2 hoge amount
of time,

Huospital Radio Basingstoke was
rabuill in 2001 after a gutting firg,
which  lefl  many  wondering
whether Lhe station would live to
see another day.

But three vears on the station s
doing better than ever and fast year
was rated in the top ten radio
stations in the countey. ;

I headed down to the shudio W
find out whart the station s all aboul
and lost an hour show ol my ow,
I was looked afler by Peter
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ey funing into the patients.
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Hawken, the studio engineer
He showed me where the music is
kepl and gave me a mini tour of the
Lweer sludivs.

The station is cumently honsed
in 4 portable building but hapes
o be moving inte the man
building soon, depending on
finances and space.

The studio itself is like a mini
shrine 1o radio throughoul (he ages
with stacks of CTs. minidisks, and
recovds everywhen: you link.

1 underwent some hasic Woining
to make sure 1 did not break
anything  or  do something
howrifcally wrong,

Peter kepl reassuring me that it
was “cagy’” but T wasn't terribly
vimvineed,  aa ward round.

We visited the maternity ward,
collecting requests from. expectanl
and wpew mums and some of
the murses,

The next step. was o think of

sorme links, litle hits T could say:

hetween the funes fo save e siliag
in smnned silence.

Pater helpod e wiite 4
few ool and told me it was
impurlant 75} he
conversational and chartty.

When e show started |
was really nervous. 1 think |
wis peobably racing throtgh
iy words a bit becayse the
show was ronning @ Tidle
ahead of schedule after the
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firsr few songs.

When I relaxed amd let myself
enjoy it, I really started to have fun,
Peter helped me out by asking me
about what 1 da at the paper.

Enowing there was someone
there to save me if | made a Hlunder
made the whole thing much easicr
and it's definitely  something F'd
think about doing again.

Dave Leonard, Chairman of
Hispital Radio Basingstoke said:
“Wie're rying to build the team for
the weekends and Monday evening
in parbicularn

“We need people on the
technical side bul also fund raisers,
people who want too do owaid
rannds, e rescarchens, there dre
lots of differenl things we need
people toodo,

“The whale idea is aboul looking
o the fomre and next year and
shaping the station so that I 2005
we're ina stronger sitzalion (han
WE Qe o

Anyone who thinks. they would
like oo ar hosting -a show -ur
helpiag out i the background
should  wvisit  their  website,
wewew hirbasingstokecouk, or call
DI256" 313 521t mote
informmialivan.




